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Abstract:

This article introduces the first kind of handbook for Vietnamese lecturers and researchers on
the practices of openness in education and academic publishing, Nguyen, L.C., Vu, N.Q.D., Phan,
T.T.T, and Pham, H. (2023). Open education and open science: Training handbook for lecturers and
researchers, Vietnam national university - Hanoi and Quang Van books. The handbook, jointly written
by four experienced Vietnamese researchers, not only explores an important trend in academia but
also presents detailed guidelines and examples concerning a host of topics, e.g., licensing rights,
attribution, citation, open resources, and open access options. The authors are careful in explaining
a number of important legal terms, such as the different Creative Commons (CC) licenses, and best
practices in academia, including ways to integrate open teaching materials into current classrooms
while also teaching students about copyrights and privacy. Illustrated with diagrams, tables, and
various step-by-step screenshots, the handbook is a valuable contribution to the research community
in Vietnam. As the goal of the open education and science movement is to make the entire teaching,
learning, and research life cycle freely accessible to everyone, from academics to laypersons, this
book helps us better understand what the new resources are and how we can make the best of them.

Keywords: Open education; Open science; Creative Commons (CC) licenses; Massive Open
Online Courses (MOOCs); Open access.

1. Introduction “Education and Open Science: Training

It takes between five to seven years, or even
up to ten years, for graduate students to complete
their doctorate degrees. In that space of time,
much can change in academia, whether it be the
education curriculum, the norms of publishing,
the competitive culture, or the technical and
technological adoptions, which would all require
graduate students, post-graduates, researchers,
and university professors alike to constantly stay
on their toes. This is no easy task given the
pressure of doing research, publishing papers, and
finishing a degree on time. The handbook titled
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Handbook for Lecturers and Researchers,” co-
authored by a team of four experienced
Vietnamese researchers, sets out to guide
university lecturers and researchers in Vietnam
on one of the most notable, and at times
controversial, trends in academia in the past
decade: the practices of open science and open
education.

The handbook, the first of its kind in Vietnam,
does a stellar job of explaining what the new
openness practices are, how and where
Vietnamese lecturers and researchers can access
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and utilize open resources to improve their work.
Structured into two big sections, the handbook
first covers the open education movement that
began in the late 1990s and later delves into the
open science campaign that took off in the early
2000s.

2. Overview

In the first part on open education, the focus is
on explicating the legal terms, particularly the
correct way to give attribution and claim author’s
rights and the use of Creative Commons (CC)
licenses. Such instructions are valuable
considering that even though many know the
importance of giving credit and citing someone
else’s work, not everyone is aware of the best
practices for attribution and citation. For those
unfamiliar with open education, the handbook
introduces in detail a variety of search methods
for open educational resources, in addition to
suggestions on several open textbook libraries
that allow users to freely use and adapt the
resources as well as a list of Massive Open Online
Courses (MOQOCs). There are rubrics for
evaluating the appropriate MOOCs and ways to
integrate such coursework into the current
curriculum while also teaching students the
importance of copyrights and privacy.

The second part of the handbook provides an
in-depth exploration into the background of open
science, its components, the five “schools of
thought” underlying the different assumptions,
motivations and concerns of scholars within the
movement, and the definitions of key terms. Just
as open education advocates for unequivocal
openness and inclusiveness at educational
institutions, open science also calls for giving free
and unrestricted access to research publications
and data as increased accessibility might heighten
research visibility and engagement with the
public. Here, while there are various types of
open access publishing (i.e., diamond, hybrid,
bronze, black), the authors only explain two of
them: green open-access (which is also known as
self-archiving) and gold open access (which
means the final published article is permanently
and freely available online). As a guidebook, it
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instead focuses on the kinds of online repositories
where authors can deposit their work for pre-
publication, also known as preprints, and related
platforms for open access journals and open book
publishers. Readers will find this section useful as
it (i) discusses both the advantages and
disadvantages of publishing a preprint, (ii) lists
the known preprint servers by their disciplines
and general data repositories, and (iii) lays out
step-by-step how to post a preprint/dataset and
what to keep in mind when the preprint/dataset
gets published afterward. In the last part, the
authors briefly touch on the practices of open
research software, open source, and open peer
review, adding suggestions for how a journal can
implement open peer review in six steps.
3. Assessment

In terms of presentation, the handbook is a
user-friendly one with many tables, diagrams, and
step-by-step screenshots of how to utilize
different online materials. For instance, in the first
part regarding the use of MOOC:s, the authors are
careful to remind users that open resources might
be readily available, but there should always be a
clear purpose and method for integrating such
materials and open coursework in the context of
Vietnam. Lecturers need to be mindful when
evaluating the suitability and accessibility of
MOOCs, some of which could require students to
pay for long-term access. The adoption of open
pedagogy in this respect emphasizes sharing,
reusing and re-designing learning materials as
well as engaging students more in the process of
designing open  coursework,  developing
evaluation tools, compiling test banks, and
sharing guiding materials with other students on
social media using the appropriate CC licenses.

As we learn from the handbook, it is important
to not only understand the different CC licenses
and publishing rights as an author but also to
make informed choices about publication venues,
whether they be preprint, open access, or not.
Besides the guidelines, readers would benefit
further from the lessons and the limitations of
adopting open education and open science
principles in other countries. There should be
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snippets of case studies to show the progress and
impact of this movement. In January 2024,
UNESCO, which has been a strong advocate for
making science more collaborative, transparent,
and accessible, published a report that spotlights
the lack of progress and uneven adoption of open
science across the world, pointing to unequal
access to funding, skills, and tools (UNESCO,
2023 and Nature Editorial, 2024). Given that open
science means authors have to pay an article
processing charge (APC), which ranges from
USD100 to USD10,000, authors from developing
countries such as Vietnam may not always find
open access publishing to be affordable. The
book, however, is a timely publication as
empirical evidence has pointed toward a gradual
embrace of open access publishing within the
Vietnamese academic community (Vuong et al,
2020).

4. Conclusion

The aim of the open education and science
movement is to provide unrestricted access to the
entire process of teaching, learning, and research
for everyone, regardless of their background. This
user-friendly handbook contributes to that by
summarizing different aspects of open education
and open science as well as presenting a variety
of available resources with explanations. Yet,
readers should be reminded that there is no “one
size fits all” approach to the adoption of new
academic practices. On the basis of the book,
lecturers and researchers should bear in mind that
the way forward is to be open to new measures,
to stay informed and educated, and most
importantly, to find ways to share our knowledge
and communicate research ideas and findings in a
transparent and efficient manner to the public.
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Tom tat

Bai bao nay gigi thiéu vé cuon sach dang cdam nang dau tién danh cho giang vién va nha nghién
citu Viét Nam vé thuc hanh mé trong gido duc va xudt ban hoc thugt, sach “Khoa hoc - Gido duc mo-
Cam nang cho gidng vién va nha nghién ciru” ciia cac tac gia Nguyén Linh Chi, Vii Nguyén Quang
Duy, Phan Th; Thanh Thao, Pham Hiép, Nxb Pai hoc Quac gia Ha Néi Va Quang Vin Books, 2023.
Cuon cam nang do ban nha nghién cizu giau kinh nghiém ciia Viét Nam bién sogn nay khéng chi kham
pha mét xu hwéng quan trong trong thé gigi hoc thudt, ma con trinh bay cdc hieong dan va vi dy chi
tiét lién quan dén mét loat cha dé, gom c6 quyén cap phép, ghi cong, trich ddn, tai nguyén me va cac
tly chon truy cdp mé. CAc tac gid cdn thdn trong viéc gidi thich mét sé van dé phap 1y quan trong,
chang han nhw vé céc giay phép Creative Commons (CC) khac nhau va céc thuc hanh tot nhdt trong
gigi han 1am, bao gom cdc cdach dé tich hop cde te liéu giang day mé vao cac lép hoc hién tai trong
khi day sinh vién vé ban quyén va quyén bao mdt. Puoc minh hea bang so do, bang biéu va nhiéu anh
chup man hinh theo tirng budc, cuon cdm nang nay 1& mér dong gdp quy gid cho céng dong nghién
curu tai Viét Nam. Vi myc tiéu cua phong trao khoa hoc va giao duc mé la lam cho toan bg cac hoat
aéng giang day, hoc tap va nghién cizu c6 thé truy cdp diroc mién phi, déi Véi ca céc hoc gid lan cong
ching, cuon sach nay gidp ching ta hiéu 6 hon vé cac tai nguyén mé va céach thirc tdn dung ching.

Tir khoa: Gido duc mg; Gidy phép Creative Commons; Khoa hoc ma; Khoa hoc truc tuyén
dai ching mg (MOOC); Truy cdp mo.
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